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1 Gaïd Girard’s collection of essays, the proceedings of a symposium on 20th century Irish
literature’s strange lands, could not have been more appropriate reading material while
visiting Ireland in December 2010, after the almost-unprecedented general snowfall. The
white shroud undifferentiating, defamiliarising the landscape, provoked the unquieting
anxiety of the blank page, erasing the signs of the present, to leave us in what Chris
Morash’s essay, closing the volume, calls “the continuous past”.
2 Indeed, this persistence – or, as in Maryvonne Boisseau’s illuminating contribution, this
rémanance –  this  afterglow of  an essential  strangeness  in Irish literature,  often most
associated with the 19th century gothic, throughout the 20th century’s various forms and
transformations, is at the heart of the territory that this volume attempts to map. If, as
Girard’s introduction points out,  we are to agree with Terry Eagleton’s assessment of
Ireland  as  the  “monstrous  unconscious  of  the  metropolitan  society”,  and  position
ourselves “critically” (with Paul Muldoon’s “critically positioned figure”,  interestingly
translated by Girard as a “figure en déséquilibre”, thus spatialising an idea, as so many of
these  texts  proceed  to  do),  then  we  must  take  account  of  many  subtle  boundaries,
intersecting  “territoires”,  and  many-layered  anachronologies  in  the  long  history  of  a
young nation.
3 Questions of genre, and the spectral, indeterminate limits between them, inform many
contributions, with Todorov’s Introduction à la literature fantastique a key text, deployed
perhaps to greatest effect by Morash, who articulates Todorov’s approach with that of
Max  Weber’s  concept  of  disenchantment,  and  Victor  Sage,  whose  contribution  on
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“McGahern’s Inverted Uncanny”, where he also brings into play the Burkean Sublime as
the Uncanny’s  mysterious  double,  is  a  stern test  of  the  solidity  of  the  lead of  one’s
underlining pencil.
4 Claude Fierobe’s magisterial opening essay surveys the territory to be explored, with a
plotting of Irish 20th century fiction’s “Territoires d’inquiétude”, and we are then treated
to an unsettling trip through haunted history,  the Big House in Trevor and Banville,
ironic disenchantment and poetic re-enchantment in Wilde’s, Bowen’s, Ciaran Carson’s
ghosts, the power of words, and of silence, in AE, Flann O’Brien, and Beckett, to return to
the  worrying  strangeness  in  the  real,  and  the  disquiet  of  a  stranger  politics  in  the
volume’s final section.
5 The idea of the Uncanny receives the expected attention, with some treatments of it more
subtle  than others;  Magali  Falco’s  exploration of  its  presence  in  Banville’s  Birchwood
suffers from the playful, arch series of self-conscious variations that the novel itself plays
on notions of the Gothic, the carnival, the (Un)Heimlich.
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